THE   WORLD   SOUL
Look at the long story of evolution as told in modern science and try to reconcile it with the religious theories that we are separate individuals for ever, and that we were newly created at birth to disappear into some different spirit world at death. It is impossible, incredible. There is no break in the world life. It has gone on continuously as far back as we can see. It is one life struggling with the natural world to subdue it into obedience by knowledge. All evolution is ultimately an evolution of wisdom. The wisdom rises in a regular scale from the beginning. Even the instincts of plants and trees are wisdom, that is to say, inherited and acquired | knowledge, unconscious memory very slowly acquired. ! i through aeons of time. Forms are evolved, and when they have fulfilled their mission they pass ; the Life goes on. It is one and it is here.
Our future is in this world. We return to the World Soul which is continually sending down new souls to be incarnated and learn. Our flesh continues in our children. Both immortalities are necessary to life. The World Soul must have flesh to manifest itself in.
" He put his arm about her and drew her forward. For a moment they stood side by side and looked to where, far off, the last flames of the sunset burned; and then he took her hand. They moved along the river. They passed as in a dream, faces down-turned , their fingers lightly held.